What is worse than Terrorist Attacks?

The Human Rights Foundation condemnsthe unjustified
war assault upon the poor, innocent and defenceless
peoplein Afghanistan. Thisisan unjust war being waged
by strongest country in the world againgt the poorest
country intheworld. The UShas contemptoudy reected
many gppedlsto provether caseagaing OsmaBin Laden
in an independant internationd court. Surely theUShas
nothing to feer if its caseisaswatertight asit would lead
usto believe? Or are the public concerns expressed by
US officiasabout the “holes’ in their evidencethemain
reason for the USto refusethisrequest. |s George Bush
junior any different from hisfather who said “I will never
gpologise for the United States of America. | don't care
what thefactsare’ (George Bush (sr) (“The Rogue
State”, William Blum)

Theentirebassfor thewar isunproven alegationswhich
rightly should have been submitted to an impartial
independent court such asthe Internationa Court of
Justice (1C)). Itisinteresting that the USand I sredl are
the two countrieswhich have been most reluctant to give
their support to the establisment of the Internationa
Crimina Court which could dso have had jurisdiction.

TheU.S. attack isnot war but areckless, emotiond act
of revenge under the banner of fighting for freedom and
humanrights “USPalicy, under thebannersof freedom
and human rights, hasled to barbarouscriminal
acts’ Ingitutefor Policy Studies, Washington.

It must beremembered thet the attack on the Twin Towers
was not perpetrated by the government of Afghanistan.
The attack was by dleged individuals. War is a state of
hostilities between two countries. Instead of attacking
the perpetratorsfor an dleged “war” onthe U.S. (which
the Twin Towers attack was not ) the U.S. has declared
war on the government and people of Afghanistan.
Afghanistan is so hopelessly outmatched by the superior
military cgpability of the USthat it is effectively amass
murder and adaughter of theinnocents. George Bush
has said that hewants OsmaBin Laden “Deed or Alive’as
in the days of the Wild West.

The U.S. attack on Afghanistan isnot even aterrorist
attack - itisworse. “Terrorist attacks’ by ‘freedom
fighters areattackshy theweek designed to draw attention
to ajust cause and are usudly resorted to by peoplewho
have exhausted all other meansto draw attention to
injustices and oppression. Our own history shows that
the US and the apartheid regime in South Africacaled
the ANC a‘terrorist organisation’ while we cdled them
‘freedom fighters . The US has a perverted sense of
vaues It wasthe strongest dly of theformer apartheid
regimein SA and responsible for the arrest and
imprisonment Nelson Mandelafor 27 years as aresult
of the provision of intelligence by the CIA to the former
gpartheid government. The US voted againgt many
resolutions at the United Nationswhich sought to impose
sanctionsagaing gpartheid South Africa Thisisthesame
USwhich clamsto act in theinterests of worldwide
“freedom and democracy”

We must not lose sight of the important distinction
between a“freedom fighter” and a“terrorist” or we will
fdl into the US propagandactrap of demonizing dl people
(eswell astheir “mora supporters’ and the countriesin
whichthey livein and therdigion they happentofollow)
who have no other option but to use “terrorist activity”

asapoalitica weapon. TheUShasmadeit clear that it
will not distinguish between the“terrorist” and the country
thet “harbours’ aterrorist. What doesthismean? 1t means
that any country in which there are known “terrorists’
(by the US definition of terrorist which conveniently
excludesitsdf anditsalies) isapotentia target for
“anti-terrorist activity” The US conductsits own covert
operations (“USterrorist activity” ?) by alocating a
budget of $30 Billion for this purpose. We need to
differentiate between “ harbouring” aterrorist and the
need to request proof of the guilt of aperson beforeaction
istaken.

History will record the mass murder and terror in
Afghanistan by the U.S. (which CNN prefersto refer
to as the“War on Terror” ) asashameful event inthe
history of mankind. The due process of law has not
been followed and the US has assigned to itsdlf therole
of judge, jury and executioner againgt an entire country.
Onceacourt hasfound and convicted thetrue perpetrators
of the attacks than the gppropriate punishment should be
meted out to the red perpetrators. Prior to thisany act
of aggression and deeth caused isillegd and is nothing
less than the murder of innocent people.

The USisusing sophisticated computer controlled
gunshipsin an international posse of countriesinvolved
in awild-west style manhunt to “smoke out” their prey,
such passion unbecoming of aworld leader purporting
to believein civilised vdues. What the USisdoingin
Afghanistan is a systematic campaign of terror on afar
more concerted basisthan what it accusesthe terrorists
of the September 11 attack. The differenceisthat they
do not careif the accused isguilty; nor do they care how
many innocent civiliansthey kill in achievieng their
military, economic and strategic objectivesin theregion.
Anindication of the continuing calous attitude of the
U.S. isthereponse of Colin Powe in repect of question
posed to him on the number of Iragi’ skilled in the Gulf
War when he said, “Itsredly not anumber I’ m terribly
interested in” William Blumin “Rogue State” believes
that if alist had to be compiled of Amercian leaders
guilty of crimes against humanity, Colin Powe may be
one of them. Thedeaths of civiliansin thisunjust wer is
referred to as‘ collaterd damage” by the US.

According to UN reportsthe effect of thewar has caused
ahumanitarian crisis potentialy affecting between 4-7
million civilianswho face not only starvation but the
effects of exposureto icy cold weather without any form
of heating and medica supplies. The US, in order to
mute world condemnation and in an attempt to win over
thesuffering peopleresortsto theinsulting use of scattering
haphazardly food for 37 000 people when those starving
arein excess of 4 million. Before the war, aid agencies
at least ensured that al those who needed food received
it. However the actions of the U.S. has disrupted supply
of aid and misnformed the public of thetrue humanitarian
impact of the war reflecting the dishonesty of the U.S.
in claming concern for the Afghanistan people.

TheMute Complicity of theMedia
Theatrocitiescommitted by certain nations often receive
only passing atention. The mediaattention to the Twin
Towers attack was of course necessary. However what
isto be condemned and exposed isthe lack of any
attention by the mainstresm mediarto atrocities of a
similar or far greater magnitute in the the past 10— 20

years, significant of which isthe horrendous bombing
of Irag which led to the desth of over 1.5 million people
over thenext 10 years and to thisday the strangulating
economic sanctionsimposed by the USand UN on
Iraq arethe cause of the painful and excruciating
deaths of 5000 children every month. Do you know
what theimpact is on amother to watch achild diea
long excruciating painful desth dueto starvation?
Every month 5000 children diein this cruel, inhuman
way and thewor|d does not even take notice.
Arethey any lessworthy of our attention than the 5000
peoplewho died on September the 11th?

Do you know the psychologica impact of beingin
Afghanistan at present when every moment of the day
islike playing agame of Russan Roulette? \When you
have no ideawhen the next bomb will *accidentally’
missitstarget and destroy your home? When you have
nowhere to run because the borders are seled? Besides
an entirecity in Afghanistan hasno dectricity and water
asaresult of the destruction of itsinfrastructure. This
aonewill cause countlessdegths over the coming weeks.
Therefugee crisisis mounting and there are severa
hundred thousand refugees who have nowhere to go
sincedl borders have been sealed.

“Wewill never ssethe smoke, and thefire, we never
smédl theblood, we never seetheterror in the eyesof
children, whosenightmar eswill now featurescreaming
misslesfrom unseen terrorists, known only as
Americans’ Martin Kely (see Rogue State)

“Itisascandal in contemporary international law,
that while*wanton destruction of towns, citiesand
villages" isawar crimeof long anding, thebombing
of citiesfrom air planesgoesnot only unpunished but
virtually unaccused.

Air bombardment isstateterrorism, theterrorism
of therich. It hasburned up and blasted apart more
innocentsin the past six decadesthan haveall the
antigtateterrorisswho ever lived.

Something has benumbed our consciousness againgt
thisreality. In the United Stateswewould not consder
for the presidency aman who had oncethrown a
bomb into a crowded restaurant , but we are happy
to elect aman who once dropped bombsfrom
airplanesthat destroyed not only restaur antsbut the
buildingsthat surrounded them. | went to Iraq after
the Gulf War and saw for mysdlf what the bombs
did ; “wanton destruction” isjust theterm for it.”

-C.DouglasLummis, palitical scientigt. (asquoted in
“Rogue State’, William Blum))

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?

The Human Rights Foundation intends to inform the
public about many issueswhich are not given prominence
in the mainstream media. We indend to further inform
people of thefactsrelating to the crisswhich will engble
people to make an informed decision. We need your
support and helpin thisregard. You can assst in one or
more of thefollowing ways:

a) Assi¢ to didribute information, newdetters and
pamphletsin your loca areato inform people about the
true Stuation. Please call usif youwishto set up aloca
sub-chapter of an anti-war coditionin your area. (Act

Now to Stop War and End Racism- AN.SW.ER)

b) Assist by supporting the collections for humanitarian
ad to Afghanistan.

¢) Participatein a“Nationd Conference on Human
Rights’ in which various organizations will be asked to
deliberate over aperiod of 2 daysto preparea
comprehensive well formulated plan of action to assst
towards ending what amounts to shameful atrocities
againg the innocent Afghan population.

THE WAR ON |SLAM

The Book entitled “The War on Idam” by Enver Masud
isarequired read for any person who wishesto obtain
facts about US foreign policy and actions of the US
whichyou will not find on CNN or the mainstream news
media The Human Rights Foundation wishesto thank
the author of the Book Enver Masud of the Wisdom
Fund based inthe USA for permission to print aspecid
limited South African version of thelatest edition of his
book. Hisearlier verson of thisbook isavailablein the
U.S. for $ 18 plus shipping (Tota of R 300 approx). We
arepleased to announcethat the Human Rights Foundation
has secured the rights to publish this book which will be
made available FREE in South Africa Weintend to
publish 5000 copies of thisbook. Donationsto defray
the costs of printing the book and cogts for these adverts
would assst the Human Rights Foundation in continuing
its activitieswhich have until now been funded solely
from our own private resources.

Thisbook isdso availablein éectronic format and the
dectronic versonisaso avallablefreefor non-commercia
persona use. The web address at which thisbook can
be downloaded is a www.twf.org

Inthisadvert bd ow we have publish key excerptsverbatim
fromthe Book “War onIdam” to give the reeder agood
idea of the wedlth of information contained in the book.
The book will give answersto the following questions:

a) What isthe track record of the United Statesin regard
to respect for Human Rights?

b) Isthiswar being fought for the purpose of democracy
and freedom or isthere another motive?

¢) Isthe use of “secret evidence” by the United States
acceptablein terms of the rights of the accused?

d) What isthe record of Human Rightsviolaions of the
United States? Who isin fact the worlds worst violator
of Human Rights and who can be cdled the Super Rogue
state?

€) What are the redl motivesfor USforeign policy?

) What has been the US position on the formation of
the Internationa Crimina Court? Why isthe USso
concerned about the etablishment of theICC? Have any
senior USofficials ( past and present ) been found guilty
of war crimes and who are these people?

g) What influence does | sragl have on US policy?

Thebook “War on Idam” will give you answersto the
above and many other questions. Pleasecall usat
(012) 336-600 ext. 6425 if you wish to receive afree
copy of thebook “Wer onIdam” or if youwishto provide
assistancein any way. \We welcome any support in our
struggle for world peace and justicefor all.

Dr. M. Adam
Chairman — Human Rights Foundation

The following are extracts from the hook “The War on Islam”

WHY THE WEST FEARSISLAM

When one examines the West'sfear of Idam, and triesto
relaeit to the reasons usudly given - Mudim
fundamentalism, militancy, radicalism, terrorism,
totalitarianism - it isdifficult, if not impossible, to justify
thisfear on the basis of the reasons usudly given. One
hasto believe, however, given dl thefacts and expertise
availableto the West that thefear hasto berationd. What
isthisfear that causes enemies of the Mudimworld to
play subtly on the theme of the Crusadesin order to
demonise Idam and Mudims? L et usfirst examine what
itisnot, beforewe draw our conclusion asto thered reason
why the West fearsIdam.

Thefear of |damic fundamentaism, militancy, radicdism,
terrorism, totalitarianism, and the West's discovery of the
"rogue states," appeared quite conveniently with thefall
of the Berlin Wall and the disintegration of the Soviet
Union. Former Defence Secretary McNamara, in his 1989
testimony before the Senate Budget Committeg, said U.S.
defence spending could safely be cut in half. 1t became
clear that the U.S. had to either undergo massive shiftsin
gpending, apainful and unwel come progpect for the defence
establishment, or find new justification for continuing high
levelsof military expenditures.

And, leaving aside the mordity of US covert operations
which inviteretaliation, Mudim terrorists should not be
amaor fear. Far more actsof terrorism and violent crime
inthe US, according to government satistics, are committed
by non-Mudimsthan Mudims. And if Mudimsdo pose
aterrorigt threet to the US, one hearslittle discussion of
what it isthat the terrorist want. Perhaps, dll they want is
for the West to stop interfering in their countries, in ways
that we would never toleratein the US.

Asfor fundamentaism, Idam has no pardld tothe US
Protestant Christian movement which opposed modern
scientific theory, and which coined thetermin 1920 to
designate those “ doing bettle royd for the fundamentals”
Rather Idam has, from itsbirth, stressed the use of reason
andlogic. Idamiclaw isbased upon the Qur'an, examples
and sayings of Prophet Muhammead, andogical deduction,
census among the learned, and individua reasoning.
According to Muhammad Asad (The Message of the
Qur'an) when the Prophet’s contemporaries heard the

wordsldam and Mudim, they understood them as dencting
man’s " self-surrender to God” and “ one who surrenders
himsdlf to God,” without limiting himsalf to any specific
community or denomingtion, eg. inthe Qur'an, 3:67, where
Abrahamisspoken of ashaving “ surrendered himself unto
God” (kanamudiman),, or in 3;52 where the disciples of
Jesus say, “Bear thou witness that we have surrendered
ourselves unto God (biannamudiman).” In Arabic, this
origina meaning has remained un-impaired.

Thelate Marshdl G.S. Hodgson, in Rethinking World

Higtory, states “Idam’s conscious hopesfor agodly world

order represent one of the most remarkable undertakings

inworld history and becauseits|ess self-conscious generd

culturd heritage isladen with human vaues” Mudims

aseetheWest beset with broken families, violent crime, and
rugs.

They seeasociety divided by race, religion, and huge
disparitiesinincome. They long for apeaceful lifein
which they may providefor thebasic needsof ther families,
and enjoy the respect dueto dl mankind regardless of their
race, religion, position or wedth.”

April 25,1996
TheHolocaust Continues

Just over 200 years ago, on July 4, 1776, the USrallied
people to these marvellouswordsin the Declaration

of Independence: “WE hold these Truthsto be sdlf-evident,
that all men are created equd, that they are endowed by
their Cregtor with certain undienable Rights, that among
theseare Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness” The
proclamation of that |ofty ideal followed the holocaust of
about 15 million native Americans, and hasyet to befully
redised inthe US. And beyond the shores of the US,
presumable, these“Truths’ do not gpply.

(According to Robert D. Crane, principal foreign policy
advisor to Richard Nixon from 1963 to 1968, President
Reagan, after hisattempted assassnation, said that hisonly
purpose for therest of hislifewasto be an instrument of
God in bringing goodness and peace to theworld. Adds
Dr. Crane, “ Completing the American revolution is another
term for Idamizing theworld.” - “The Grand Strategy of
the G)rea Jhad.” Middle Eagt Affairs, Jound, Summer/Fll
1998).

Augugt 27,1998
U.S. Foreign Policy Invites® Terrorism”

USforeign policy invites“terrorism.” To end it we must
end policiesthat cregteit. Graham E. Fuller, former vice-
chairman of the Nationd Intelligence council a the CIA,
and Charley Reese, sdlf-described “ex-soldier”, now a
columnist for the Orlando Sentinel, areright on target in
their recent articlesfollowing the US missile strikeson
Sudan and Afghanistan in retdiation for the bombing of
theUSembassiesin Kenyaand Tanzania Mr Fuller writes
("Airdrikesaren't the Endgame,” Los Angeles Times,
August 24, 1998), “It isdangerousto divorce terrorism
from palitics, yet the US continue to talk about an abstract
war againg terrorism without mention of theissues or
context that lie behind them.” Mr Reese writes ("Face It
US Foreign Policy Contributesto Actsof Terrorism,”
Orlando Sentingl, August 18, 1998), “ Terrorismisapolitica
act, aresponse to USforeign policy. It isan act of war
waged by people too week to have aconventiona army
or one large enough to take on the United States”

Fuller and Reeseidentify the redities of USforeign policy,
Musdim perceptions, and media obfuscation that serveto
perpetuate the cycle of violence. Among theseare: “US
support for amost any ruler (often against the wishes of
his people) willing to protect USinterests - routingly
identified in Washington asoil and Israd” saysFuller. and
this support usualy comeswithout meaningful input from
American Mudims.

While Mudimsare virtualy excluded from high-level
policy making and media, “ Jewish Americans,” saysFuller,
“occupy nearly every single senior position relating to US
Arab-lsradli policy.”

Reese says, The one-sided support of Isragl, even when
Isradl isclearly an aggressor or an abuser of humanrights,
cregtes enemies. When your wifeand children arekilled
with USwegponswielded by agovernment backed by the
USand protected from UN sanctions by the US; it doesn't
Sit too well. Reese adds, We dapped sanctions on Sudan
alegedly because someone in Washington doesn't likeits
internal human-rights policiesthat, you can be sure, are
far more humane than China's or those of some of the
African dictators we so ardently supported. | suspect the
real reason isthe current government won't cut adeal on

hy Enver Masud

the oil discovered in Sudan many years ago.

Contrary to what US mediatell us, foreign policy doesn't
reflect the kind and charitable nature of the average
American. Terrorism hasno placein thisworld. But
distinguishing the freedom fighter from theterroristisa
matter of perspective. And what we call power palitics,
ismerely aeuphemism for terrorism of another kind. We
haveachoice: an endlesswar onterrorism, or following
thepath toajust and lasting peace. Wewill have
embarked on the path to peace when we routingly include
Mudims, of diverseviews, in debates et thelevel that US
policy ismade.

August 15, 2001
Towar ds Justice and Peace

The US spesks of democracy, human rights, and freetrade,
but these are merely dogansto coerce wesker nationsto
submit to exploitation by the west. The absence of
democracy and human rights does not deter US relations
with another country, and it is not free trade that the US
seeks, but corporate globdisation - the letter tendsto
eliminate free trade, not foster it.

Indeed, corporate globdisation destroysthe very conditions
that generations of economists such as Adam Smith have
claimed to be essential to an efficient market - amarket
composed solely of individua buyersand sdllers, none
large enough to influence the market price, according to
development experts such as David C. Korten.

The US spesks of itswar on terrorism but itisUS
intervention in the affairs of other statesthat provokes
retdiation and keeps the dollars flowing to the arms
manufacturers.

With some exceptions, thereal war isneither awar
between different faiths, nor different races. Itisawar
driven between thosedriven by greed, and those seeking
justice and peace.

When enough peoplerealisethat thewar on Idamis
ultimately adash of values- gread ver susjustice, mercy,
compassion - wewill have moved closer tojustice and
peacefor all.

Please phone: (012) 336-6000 ext. 6425 if you would like a free copy of the book.
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